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Research Ethics Committee: Animal (REC

The Nelson Mandela University Research Ethics Committee (Animal) (REC-A) is charged with monitoring the
treatment of animals used in both research and teaching at the institution. it has the responsibility of reviewing|
all pro involving animal use in order to ensure that they are in accordance with acceptable ethical and
ntific standards as described in the South African National Standard for the Care and Use of Animals for
ntific PUrposes 10386:2021. The REC-A assists the institution in complying with legislation and creating an
awareness of ethical conduct in researchers and teachers.

Respect for animals must underpin all decisions and actions of the people involved in the care and use of

animals for scientific purposes. This respect is demonstrated by

Research Ethics Committee (Animal)
(REC-A)

Similar, but different to Research Ethics Committee — Human (REC-H)
A university committee, covering ALL the Faculties
George Campus is also included

Chairperson: Prof H Davids
Administrative management: Mr Imtiaz Khan & Ms M Barnett
Secretariat: Ms Ursula Spies

PRSI RESEARCH ETHIS COMMITTEE (ANIAAL REC

No full research proposal

Members sign a
confidentiality agreement
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Status

The RECA is a sub-committee of the Research and Engagement Committee.

Terms of reference

(a

NELS®N M/NDELA UNIVERSITY

Examines proposed experimental and teaching protocols submitted by insfitutional staff with reference to
the likely harm that may be caused to the animals and likely benefits that may arise from such work and
determines how these considerations are weighted in relation to each other,

Examines hypotheses to ensure they are well considered, plausible, and have a reasonable prospect of
yielding good results;

‘Approves applications that comply with the ethlcal principles for humane animal experimentation:

Proposes and seeks and requests revised submissions in the case
of the applications that are not approved;

Re-appraises applications that have not been completed within their proposed experimental period and re-
serves approvals for those in which there is no jusiification for time extensions;

Considers the sourcing, care and accommodation standards applied to all animals within the institution in-
cluding breeding stocks, and monitors the humane illing of surplus animals

Regularly consults and engages with recognized authorities, concern groups and reputable sources of infor-
mation to ensure that they are abreast of developments in the field of ethical review and analysis;

Regularly reviews the 's systems, and protocols where these relate to
the proper use of animals;
that both the and allindividuals under their sup have the compe-

tence, training and skills to ensure the comfort, health and humane treatment of animal subjects; and

From time to fime sponsors seminars and workshops on laboratory animal science, animal welfare and the
ethics of animal experimentation, and makes resources and material available to heighten ethical sensibility
among researchers and educators
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Membership composition

AREC Membership as per South African National Standard (SANS)
10386:2021 2" ed. and Department of Health (DoH) Guidelines
Revision

The following categories reguired representation:
i Category A: Veterinarian;

iii. Category B: Scientist;

fii. Category C: Welfare; and

iv. Category D: Layperson (independent).
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Current REC-A members

Members:

Prof P Pistorius (Acting Chairpersen)
Dr T Fick

Dr D Zimmerman
Prof H Davids
Mr P du Toit
Prof | Truter

Mr W Matthee
Ms N Visser

Dr P-P Steyn
Vacant

Vacant

Dr P Mensah

RD office:

Mr I Khan
Ms M Bamett

NELS®N M/NDELA UNIVERSITY

Category B: Zoology

Category A- Veterinarian (Independent)
Category A- Veterinarian (SANPARKS)
Category B: Physiclogy

Category B: Zoology

Category B: Pharmacy

Category B: Matural Resources
Category C: NSPCA

Category D Biostafistician

Category O Community member
Category D Legal representative
Category O Research Development

Ethics Administration Officer
Ethics Administration Officer

Change the World

Typical REC-A meeting agenda
Notice of the meeting, confirm agenda, minutes
Review NEW protocols/applications

Review PRACTICALS

Annual PROGRESS REPORTS / AMENDMENTS / EXTENSIONS
/ CLOSURES

Animal Holding Facility
Research Ethics Policy or other relevant documents
Any other matters relating to animal ethics

(Training)

https://rd.mandela.ac.za/Research-Ethics/Research-Ethics-Committee-Animal-(REC-A)

Meeting Dates

REC-A Agenda Cut-off Date

REC-A Meeting Date

tember 2024
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NMU Animal Ethics Reference Documentation

REC-A Standard Operating Procedures (2023): The Nelson Mandela
University Research Ethics Committee - Animal is charged with
monitoring the treatment of animals used in research and teaching at
the University. This work-in-progress document outlines the standard
operating procedures of REC-A.

REC-A Terms of Reference: This can be found on the REC-A Terms of
Reference and Standard Operating Procedures document of 2016.
Guidelines for Ethical Conduct in the Care and Handling of Animals
used for Research and Education at the Nelson Mandela University
Nelson Mandela University Code of Conduct for Researchers: This
policy gives expression to the values that apply at the Nelson Mandela
University and to which all researchers (students, academic and support
staff) commit themselves in their research activities.

Nelson Mandela University Research Ethics Policy: This policy aims
to promote awareness of fundamental ethical standards, principles and
practices when conducting research with human participants.

NELS®N

UNIVERSITY
INSTITUTIONAL REGULATORY CODE (IRC)
(Policies, Procedures, Rules etc.)

MANDELA

To be by initiator of policy/policy owner:

1. POLICY TITLE ‘ POLICY ON RESEARCH ETHICS

2. FIELD OF APPLICATION.
(All persons to whem palicy applies)

All who present their research as affiliated to
NMU; staff and students engaged in research
activities, postdoctoral fellows, research
associates, honorary, emeritus, ad personam.
visiting and adjunct Professors, external
researchers

3. COMPLIANCE OFFICER(S):
(Persons responsible for ensuring
policy impl {

Research project leaders, study leaders,
promoters, HODs, Executive Deans, Directors of
Research and DVC: RII

4. STAKEHOLDER CONSULTATION
(State the stakeholder group/s
consulted during policy
avision)

Research Ethics committees > RTI Committees >
Senate (approval body)

5. DESIGNATION OF POLICY
OWNERS: (Persons responsible for
maintaining policy)

DVC: RIl / Director: Research Development

POLICY HISTORY (Te be completed by policy owner)

Decision | Status
Date (New/Revi

tion Date a

Implementa | Approvin

Resolutio
n Number

Policy Pending date
Docum | for next



https://rd.mandela.ac.za/Research-Ethics/Research-Ethics-Committee-Animal-(REC-A)

Recommended Reading

South African Medical Research Council Research Ethics Policy
South African Medical Research Council Guidelines on the
Responsible Conduct of Research

Department of Health Research Ethics Guidelines (2015): This
document provides the minimum national benchmark of norms and
standards for conducting responsible and ethical research.

World Organisation for Animal Health: Terrestrial Animal Health
Code (2019)

NELS®N M/ NDELA universITY Change the World
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SANS 10386:2021_£d 2: The care and use of animals for scientific purposes (Please note: This document is
Subje: yright and is only available to Staff and students at Nelson Mandela University. It may
ona N, intranet, internet or ECM server and is available in accordance with copyright exploit
sgreement no. 014/008/21-006, valid until 2! nly students, lecturers and staff memb;
Nelson Mandela University may make paper copies of the standard. No paper copy may be phot
reproduced in any way.)

i SANS 10386:2021

SOUTH AFRICAN NATIONAL STANDARD

The care and use of animals for scientific

ownloadable templates

keeping or'use of live animals for a research study, requires copapletion of this
form and submission for approval to REC-A.

Application for Approval (Practical): Any activity invglving the acquisition,

keeping or use of live animals for practical work, reguires completion of this form
and submission for ap;tr‘&%;‘:EC-A.

Application for External Anitsal Sample lection: Completion of this form is
required where there is a need ltﬁgujgalready existing animal samples.
Application to use External Data f Animal Sample Collection: Completion
of this form is required where thi
data to be used in a study.
Application for Extensjefi to an Approved RE Project: Completion of this
form is required before'the current ethics approval period lapses.

is a need for previously collected/secondary

ired as soon as a

aft Monitoring Forms: This includes templates for animal housing, project
folder cover page, Animal daily checklist, Field checklist, Practical checklist.

328 pages
purposes
! Et O
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Applying for Ethics Approval from REC-A

All applications for approval must be submitted online on MEOS (Mandela
Ethics Online System). This includes:

Research studies: Any activity involving the acquisition, keeping or use
of live animals for a research study

Practicals: Any activity involving the acquisition, keeping or use of live
animals for practical work

Use of an External Animal Sample Collection: Any activity that
requires the acquisition of already existing animal samples

Use of Data from an Animal Sample Collection: Any activity where
there there is a need for previously collected/secondary data to be used
in a study

Extension Applications

Amendments to an Approved Protocol

Reporting of an Unexpected Mortality/Adverse Event

Reporting the Closure of a Research Study

Reporting Research Misconduct

Any member of the public or Nelson Mandela fraternity who is concerned
that Mandela staff or student research might be contravening ethical
research principles is asked to report their concerns. The reporting
process as well as further information on what constitutes research
misconduct is available on the Report Research Misconduct page.

NELS®N M/ NDELA univEersITY Change the World



https://rd.mandela.ac.za/rcd/media/Store/documents/RECA Forms/Application-for-Approval_Research_NMU-RECA.docx
https://rd.mandela.ac.za/rcd/media/Store/documents/RECA Forms/Application-for-Approval_Practical_NMU-RECA.doc
https://rd.mandela.ac.za/rcd/media/Store/documents/RECA Forms/Application-for-External-Animal-Sample-Collection_NMU-RECA.docx
https://rd.mandela.ac.za/rcd/media/Store/documents/RECA Forms/Application-to-use-External-Data-from-Animal-Sample-Collection_NMU-RECA.docx
https://rd.mandela.ac.za/rcd/media/Store/documents/RECA Forms/Application-for-Extension-of-Project-NMU-RECA.doc
https://rd.mandela.ac.za/rcd/media/Store/documents/RECA Forms/Progress-Report_NMU-RECA.docx
https://rd.mandela.ac.za/rcd/media/Store/documents/RECA Forms/Completion-of-Project-Report_NMU-RECA.doc
https://rd.mandela.ac.za/rcd/media/Store/documents/RECA Forms/Unexpected-Mortality_Adverse-Events-Report_NMU-RECA.doc
https://rd.mandela.ac.za/rcd/media/Store/documents/RECA/Draft-monitoring-forms_NMU-RECA.doc
http://meos-apply.mandela.ac.za/
https://rd.mandela.ac.za/Research-Ethics/Report-Research-Misconduct

2024/04/05
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How-To Users Guides | Videos

MEOS Applicant/Supervis Guides:

Appicare e Gl
+ Upts Praees :
- Resporcing i s Sgnanee Reget o

MEOS How-to Videa:
- Startng an st sppcation 433 i

Animal Holding Facility

Biology Building (Building 12,
Mvezo Building) Basement
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1 DO NOT WANT
TO SUFFER
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| AM A SENTIENT BEING
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| WANT TO LVE

e —————
“D Animal Ethics

Definitions from Oxford Languages - Leam more

Q sentient

adjective

adjective: sentient

able to perceive or feel things.
“she had been instructed from birth in the equality of all sentient life forms”

Similar: ~ feeling living live conscious aware | v
Origin
LATIN LATIN

sentire sentiert- sentiert

early 17th century: from Latin sentient- ‘feeling’, from the verb sentire SENT!E‘N CE
BEING ABLE TO
FEEL PAIN AND
PLEASURE

)
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Examples of projects

Avian scavengers as indicators of recovery of an island biota
Modelling African swine fever disease in domestic pigs with culling
and removal of contaminated feeds

Vegetation impact, space-use and human-elephant conflictin Malawi
National Parks

The treatment of breast cancer in mice with targeted and non-targeted
gold nanoparticles

Space-use and movement behaviour of elephant on Samara Private
Game Reserve

Cape vultures and their increasing threats: A race to extinction?
Molecular scatology as a tool to update dietary information

of Southern African seabirds

Honours class excursion to teach data collection methods for
invertebrate, bird and small mammal sampling in fragmented
Renosterveld landscape in the Overberg district

NELS®N M/ NDELA universITY Change the World

THE REC-A FORM
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APPLICATION FOR APPROVAL: NELSON MANDELA UNIVERSITY RESEARCH ETHICS
COMMITTEE (ANIMAL)

1. Any activity invalving the acquisition, keeping or use of live animals (e g research, education, praciical work, etc ), hereafer called
a study, requires completion of this form and submission for approval to the RESF** *H ETHIGS COMMITTEE (ANIMAL) (REC-
A)

2. Each Depariment or equivalent unit has the primary respensibility ™ mal subjects kept or used are protected
adequately from undue stress by the application of the appra~

| sreene oy mns b S o 0° THE REVIEW PROCESS
4. This form has perforce to be generic. Please co-

o your study
5. Ethics approval remains valid for three ve-

T e e T
6. Howto procsed: o
i) Read the Guidelines for £ sandling of Animais used for Research and Education ot the Neison
Mandels University,

avaic

i) Geta copy of the applicat _ait the Intranet, and save this Word file with a filename containing your pame,

i) Complete Sections 1-7 1y, _ between fields, information may be pasted from existing Word” documents), save|
(ensuring the filsname conte ,our name), and email the file to Imtiaz khan@mandela ac za

Print the document, get each page initialled on the: lower right hand comer and get Sections 6 and 7 signed by the relevant

pariies. Hand the signed hardcopy in at the Department of Research Development (RD)

¥)  Aftach confirmation emails for all extemal co-workers as an addendum o this application

vi) For amendmenis to a protecel: Any amendment request should be emailed by the PRP/PI fo Mr | Khan and Ms: U Spies with|
SRR TR BT s

wii) Weekly animal welfare records should be kept by the PRP and should be available upon request

wii) Dumplelmn of Project Form:_PRP/PI is responsible to complete the form which is available on the RD website

)

Please note - The Protection of Personal Information Act, 2013 (POPI Act) has been promulgated and implemented on 1
July 2020. Al personal identifiable information provided by you shall be treated in accordance with this statute

only used for research ethics application and/or reporting processes, as indicated in the University’s Privacy Policy. By
providing your information, you are giving your consm for the use of all of your personal identifiable informatior

m, NELS®N M/ NDELA uNIVERSITY Change the World
provided to the University, for the aforesaid purpos

REC-A Template for new protocols Training

DEGREE . . .
RISK OF STUDY oW T WEDIUH T HIGH All the usual ethics principles apply
PRP
Pl 1 1
L — Harm-benefit analysis
DATE OF COMMENCEMENT .
DATE OF COMPLETION EUthanaSla
REVIEWER NAME
RECOMMENDATION O NOT APPROVED

O RESUBMISSION

(o) Need to sacrifice animals?
O APPROVED VW™ .
O APag “\ > Importance of sample size
RECA RESOLUTION o H
That proocol b ON ~oval on condition that the recommendations below be addressed and Im po rtance of StUdy dESIQn
implemente

That xxx (Faculty _ as liaison person, be available for consultation with the PRP/P1 in order to advise
regarding the implel .ation of the recommendations.

That, once amendments had been made to the satisfaction of the RECA liaison person, the amended signed
electronic application be submitted fo RD (Mr | Khan) and the RECA Secretariat (Ms U Spies).

It s the responsibility of the PRP/PI o make contact with the designated RECA liaison person should he/she require
further assistance when aftending to the recommendations made by the RECA. The PRE/PI would be git period of

dar months from the date of forwarding the RECA resolution by the RECA Secretariat within which to
resubmit amendments to the protocel for final ethics approval to the designated RECA liaison person. Should
submission not be submitted within the said period, the PRP/PI would need to resubmit their application to

REC APPLICATION FORM! (approval of study is subject to the recommendations below being

addressed and implemented)
N GENERAL PARTICULARS
L
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